STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
ECON 200H – Introduction to Macroeconomics

Students shall utilize economic theory to model an economic or social problem, develop interesting hypotheses, and examine the empirical validity of the model and hypotheses using suitable data and economic modeling methods. The model may pertain to contemporary economic issues or to issues in economic history or the history of economic thought. The model itself need not be original; the innovative contribution may instead lie in examining it with new bodies of data, or demonstrating the model with new media.  This product will be formatted and presented to the class as the semester class project.  Also a properly cited research paper will be delivered utilizing 6 authoritative resources.
Students will be able to critically evaluate current macroeconomic policy measures related to macro-economic policy.  They will be able to pick a current newspaper article on federal tax or government spending policy and trace through the implications of the policy in terms of the predicted impacts on Gross Domestic Product, the federal budget, national employment, and overall inflation (using standard tools of aggregate and aggregate supply analysis).  This analysis would be in the form of a brief review of the article, citing the items above.
Students will demonstrate the ability to find recent moves by the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank, Open Market Committee, and state whether those actions are designed to change the money supply.  Students will write a brief summary to analyze the monetary authority’s recent actions in terms of the intended impact on overall interest rates, national output, employment, and price stability.
